Unexpectedly extensive conduction blocks in obstetric epidural analgesia.
Life-threatening extensions of conduction block during obstetric epidural analgesia can be classified according to the risk to the mother. High blocks that occur in the presence of the anaesthetist should present a readily treatable problem. Reports of total spinal anaesthesia that occur with no anaesthetist in attendance call for a reappraisal of present practice. Changes in current anaesthetic practice, which might increase safety with epidural analgesia, are top-ups by midwives, but only when the anaesthetist is on the delivery suite; repeated assessment of the nature of the conduction block by an anaesthetist; and continuous infusions with anaesthetist-only top-ups.